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SAFEGUARDING YOUR WINDOW TO THE WORLD

Johannesburg, South Africa, 27 October 2021: The National Association of
Broadcasters (NAB) joins its counterparts worldwide today (27 October) in marking
World Day for Audiovisual Heritage, a key initiative of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in collaboration with the
Coordinating Council of Audiovisual Archives Associations (CCAAA).

Commemorated for some 15 years as a global observance day, World Day for
Audiovisual Heritage highlights the importance of preserving audiovisual materials as
a documentary heritage for current and future generations. Particularly in periods of
upheaval and disaster, such as in the current COVID-19 pandemic, there is an
urgent need for access to such a knowledge resource, providing us with a greater
understanding of and giving context to the world and its challenges.

Despite considerable work being done in South Africa and globally by audiovisual
organizations and archivists to protect this invaluable ‘memory’, much has already
been lost due to, amongst other factors, neglect, destruction, decay, lack of
resources and technological obsolescence. As a result, the survival of this
irreplaceable heritage is exceptionally vulnerable, with estimates of no more than 10
to 15 years left for audiovisual records to be digitized in order to prevent further loss.

“South Africa is privileged to have an enviable heritage of audiovisual materials, from
sound recordings through to television and film footage, that provide us with insight
into our country’s unique history and rich cultural and social diversity,” commented
Nadia Bulbulia, NAB Executive Director. “As highlighted by the Day’s theme, "Your
Window to the World”, audiovisual materials give us access to important historical
developments, events and voices, enabling us to have a greater appreciation of our
national identity. In particular, audiovisual material has and continues to play a
crucial role in consolidating and documenting the diverse memories of marginalized
communities and sectors of our society.

“Fortunately, in recent years, digitization has not only transformed the audiovisual
industry with regard to content generation and distribution, but has also offered
considerable potential for preservation of audio and video media, overcoming
challenges such as short material life and obsolescence.

“The NAB acknowledges the importance of preserving and safeguarding such a
priceless resource and ensuring that it's available both to the public now and to

future generations.”

Ends .....



-

= NADB

\\‘ National Association of Broadcasters

ISSUED BY NAB

For media enquiries, please contact Cheryl Langbridge on 082 493 6184 or
clcomms@]langbridge.co.za

About NAB

The National Association of Broadcasters (“NAB’) is a voluntary association that was formed
in 1993 to foster and promote the development of a sustainable and robust broadcasting
system in South Africa.

It supports the principles of democracy, freedom of expression and the diversity of voices.

As the leading representative of South Africa’s regulated broadcasting industry, the NAB
members comprise all three tiers of broadcasters (public, private and community) as well as
signal providers and industry associates. It has since the dawn of SA’s democracy, engaged
in policy and regulatory processes that affect the broadcasting sector.

The NAB is funded entirely by its members and responds to a broad range of needs and
developments to strengthen and create a favourable climate for a vibrant industry. It
established the Broadcasting Complaints Commission of SA (BCCSA) that is recognized by
the sector regulator, ICASA.

Further information: www.nabsa.org.za

World Day for
Audiovisual

Heritage

¢ Insupport of

i ),

United Nations - World Day for
Educational, Scientificand -+ Audiovisual Heritage
Cultural Organization -+

27 october



