~
-~

I;((M\ - NADB

ROAD(ASTING (OMPU"" “‘ National Association of Broadcasters

MEDIA STATEMENT
For immediate release
Date — 12 July 2021

FORMER CONSTITUTIONAL COURT JUSTICE JOHAN FRONEMAN
APPOINTED CHAIRPERSON OF BCCSA APPOINTMENT AND APPEALS
PANELS

The National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) and the Broadcasting Complaints
Commission of SA (BCCSA) are delighted to announce that retired Constitutional
Court judge, Justice Johan Froneman, has accepted the appointment as Chairperson
of the BCCSA’s Appointment and Appeals Panels.

The appointment of Justice Froneman is effective as of 9 July 2021, and is in line
with amendments that have been made to the BCCSA'’s founding documents. These
amendments are aimed at strengthening governance and accountability and to
provide for the Chairperson of the Appointment Panel to also Chair Appeal
processes.

Justice Froneman'’s illustrious 26-year judicial career included 11 years’ service on
the Constitutional Court and was distinguished by his commitment to driving social
justice through his work as a pioneer in South Africa’s constitutional jurisprudence.

Born and raised in the Eastern Cape, Justice Froneman obtained a BA degree from
Stellenbosch University and an LLB degree from the University of South Africa. After
completing his pupillage at the Pretoria Bar, he practiced as an advocate in
Grahamstown, becoming senior counsel in 1990. In 1994 he was appointed to the
Bench as a judge of the Eastern Cape Division of the High Court of South Africa and
subsequently as the Deputy Judge President of the Labour and Labour Appeal
Courts. He later served for two terms in the Supreme Court of Appeal before being
appointed as a justice of the Constitutional Court in 2009, retiring in May 2020.

Justice Froneman’s impact has also been felt well beyond his legal and judicial
career, including, amongst others, his contribution as Professor Extraordinaire at
Stellenbosch University and attending Harvard and Oxford Universities in a visiting
capacity.

“Attracting the services of such a pre-eminent and respected judge as Justice
Froneman is a considerable honour for the NAB and BCCSA,” said NAB
Chairperson, Thabo Makenete. “His appointment underpins the commitment of the
industry complaints body to maintaining the highest standards of broadcasting
through the independent and impartial settlement and/or adjudication of complaints
against a broadcaster.”

"The BCCSA welcomes the appointment of Justice Froneman and looks forward to
benefit from, and share in his vast knowledge of constitutional matters,” commented
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BCCSA Acting Chairperson, Advocate Sunette Lotter. “The appointment of Justice
Froneman underscores the crucial role the BCCSA fulfils in upholding and balancing
constitutional values in a media landscape where change is the only constant.”

In his role as Chairperson of the BCCSA Appointment Panel, Justice Froneman will
preside over the appointment and governance oversight of the BCCSA
Commissioners, Registrar and administrative staff. In this capacity, his immediate
task will be to interview candidates for the role of commissioners, as the current
incumbents’ terms of office end in December 2021, and to finalise the BCCSA Chair
and Deputy Chair appointments.

As Chair of Appeals, Justice Froneman will preside over appeals from any party
aggrieved by a decision of the BCCSA Tribunal with regard to a reported
infringement of the BCCSA Code of Conduct by a broadcaster.

Justice Johan Froneman to Chair the BCCSA Appointment and Appeals Panels

ISSUED BY THE NAB AND BCCSA

For media enquiries, please contact Cheryl Langbridge on 082 493 6184 or
clcomms@langbridge.co.za

About NAB

The National Association of Broadcasters (“NAB”) is a voluntary association that was formed
in 1993 to foster and promote the development of a sustainable and robust broadcasting
system in South Africa. It supports the principles of democracy, freedom of expression and
the diversity of voices.

As the leading representative of South Africa’s regulated broadcasting industry, the NAB
members comprise all three tiers of broadcasters (public, private and community) as well as
signal providers and industry associates. It has since the dawn of SA’s democracy, engaged
in policy and regulatory processes that affect the broadcasting sector.
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BCSA
The NAB is funded entirely by its members and responds to a broad range of needs and
developments to strengthen and create a favourable climate for a vibrant industry. It
established the Broadcasting Complaints Commission of SA (BCCSA) that is recognized by

the sector regulator, ICASA.
The Broadcasting Complaints Commission of South Africa (‘BCCSA”) was established by the
National Association of Broadcasters (“NAB”) in 1993 as an independent tribunal to

About BCCSA
administer the Code of Conduct for Broadcasters without fear or favour. The BCCSA
adjudicates complaints from the public against broadcasters which are members of the NAB.

As an independent tribunal, the BCCSA must reach its decisions independently and in line
with the precepts of administrative justice. The BCCSA’s adjudicative independence is

sacrosanct and signatories to the Code of Conduct for Broadcasters adhere to decisions of

the BCCSA.



